[bookmark: _GoBack]Foundation’s Vision for Voter Engagement Project Grants
Universal Health Care Foundation’s Voter Engagement Project Grants are a nonpartisan initiative to engage voters across the state to focus on elevating health care issues in the 2018 election season.
Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut’s mission is to serve as a catalyst that engages residents and communities in shaping a democratic health system that provides universal access to quality, affordable health care and promotes health in Connecticut.  One important aspect of our mission is to ensure that everyday people’s voices are heard on the critical health care issues that impact them.
As part of our commitment to ensuring that real people’s concerns about their health care are heard by those making policy decisions, in early 2017 we spearheaded Protect Our Care Connecticut (POCCT). Protect Our Care CT is a group of organizations and individuals who have been working together to defend and progress health care in the state.
The 2018 electoral cycle offers a clear opportunity for nonpartisan influence on the public debate – and for all people’s voices to be heard.  Protect Our Care CT plans to engage voters in a variety of ways – voter registration, pledges to vote, workshops on health care policy, advocacy skill-building trainings, educating candidates, and being active on “Get Out the Vote” days (primaries and Election Day).
Despite the state-wide breadth of our POCCT, we know that other organizations across the state are trusted and well-positioned in their communities to engage people from diverse backgrounds in the upcoming election.  Our Voter Engagement Project Grants seek to fund organizations up to $2500 to reach people whose voice is under-represented in the health care conversations – and connect them to the upcoming elections via nonpartisan voter engagement activities.  
What are nonpartisan voter engagement activities?  Nonpartisan voter engagement activities could include:
· Voter registration
· Having new and existing voters sign a "pledge to vote" card
· Participating in “Get Out the Vote” activities on Election Day (including primaries) to ensure those that sign pledge cards vote
· Protect Our Care CT’s voter engagement activities, such as:
· Voter education on health care policy
· Advocacy skill building
· Candidate education
· Please note: These activities are open to all, and grantees are encouraged to connect those they engage to these activities.
Our voter registration activities are available without regard to the voter's political preference. Information or other assistance regarding registration or voting shall not be withheld or refused on the basis of support for or opposition to particular candidates, parties or policy positions.

General Eligibility for Voter Engagement Project Grants
[bookmark: _Hlk513466298]We are looking for grantees who:
· Work in one or more of the following regions:
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Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut
Voter Engagement Project Grants


	
1. Greater Hartford
2. Northeast CT
3. New Britain Area
4. Milford/Stratford Area
5. Meriden/Middletown Area
6. New London Area
7. Danbury Area
8. Norwalk Area
9. Waterbury Area

· Have an ability to engage with communities that are under-represented in health care conversations, including people of color, young people, people with low incomes, and others.
· Can do this work for the grant period of July 15, 2018 – November 15, 2018
· Are a 501(c)3 non-profit 

Grants include:
· A project grant of up to $2,500
· Mandatory training and support for conducting voter registration, voter pledge activities and other voter engagement
· Resources, materials, and tools for a successful voter registration and pledge to vote program
· Connection to local Protect Our Care CT activities

Expectations of Grantees
· Commit to engaging at least 200 people in the upcoming election, including
· Registering at least 100 people to vote
· Collect at least 200 signed pledge to vote cards
· Follow-up on signed pledges
· Turn in completed pledge cards
· Designate a primary contact for coordination and communication on this project
· Attendance at mandatory training of at least the person designated primary contact 
· Participate in National Voter Registration Day on September 25, August 14 primary day (where applicable) and November 6 election day
· Participate in periodic check in calls with other grantees



· Voter engagement activities grantees will conduct include:
· Nonpartisan voter registration
· Get newly registered voters and existing voters to sign pledge to vote cards
· Run “Get Out the Vote” (GOTV) activities on November Election Day (August primaries included, where applicable) in order to to get newly registered and existing voters who signed pledge cards to vote
· Connecting people reached through voter engagement activities to Protect Our Care CT activities
Our voter registration, education and engagement activities and related materials are nonpartisan and are in no way intended to reflect an endorsement of, or opposition to, any candidate, political party or political action committee.

Key Dates 
Grant application deadline: 					5pm on June 8, 2018

Grantee notification: 						June 28, 2018
Selected grantees must sign and return a grant agreement before funds will be disbursed.

Grant period: 						July 15 – November 15, 2018
	Primaries: 						August 14, 2018
	National Voter Registration Day: 			September 25, 2018
	Election Day: 						November 6, 2018


Interested organizations and groups are asked to complete this application and send to cdicks@universalhealthct.org by Friday, June 8th at 5pm.


Voter Engagement Project Grants
Application Form


This grant application is due by 5pm on Friday, June 8, 2018.  

Please complete this application and submit all the below materials via email to: Carole Dicks at cdicks@universalhealthct.org. 

Submit:
1. This application, including 
a. Organization Information
b. Narrative Questions
c. Voter Engagement Plan, and 
d. Project Budget Form
2. Board of Directors listing
3. Your organization’s 501(c)3 letter

Our voter registration activities are available without regard to the voter's political preference. Information or other assistance regarding registration or voting shall not be withheld or refused on the basis of support for or opposition to particular candidates, parties or policy positions.

For More Information
Please contact Lynne Ide, Director of Program and Policy at Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut, via email at lide@universalhealthct.org for more information or if you have questions.  Thank you for your interest in this grant opportunity.



Organizational Information

	Legal Name of Organization
	

	Address of Organization
	

	Telephone Number
	
	Fax Number
	

	Executive Director / Chief Executive Officer (Name & Title)
	

	Email Address of Executive Director / CEO
	

	Contact Person (For this application, if different from ED/CEO above)
	

	Contact Person Telephone Number
	
	Contact Person Fax Number
	

	Email Address of Contact Person
	

	Is your organization a 501(c)3 non-profit?
Please note that to be eligible for this grant opportunity, applicants must be a 501(c)3 non-profit.
	 Yes      No

	EIN Number
	

	Our voter registration activities are available without regard to the voter's political preference. Information or other assistance regarding registration or voting shall not be withheld or refused on the basis of support for or opposition to particular candidates, parties or policy positions.

	

	Printed Name
Chair, Board of Directors
	Signature
Chair, Board of Directors
	Date

	
	
	

	Printed Name
CEO / Executive Director
	Signature
CEO / Executive Director
	Date




Narrative Questions

Please answer the following questions.

1. What is the mission of your organization and how does this project support your mission? 
Please type your answer here

2. Why is your organization interested in this project?
Please type your answer here

3. What resources will you bring to this project (staffing, networks, etc.)?  Who will be doing the work – staff, volunteers, etc.?  Who will be supervising/overseeing this work?
Please type your answer here

4. Who would be the lead staff person on this project?
Please choose someone who will be the primary contact for this grant for coordination and communication, and will attend the mandatory training.

	Name
	

	Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	



5. Describe the demographics of the people you will be engaging through this project.  Please include the following on those you anticipate serving: age range, race/ethnicity, class, towns, and any other relevant information.  What experience do you have as an organization in engaging people of these populations?
Please type your answer here

6. Please briefly describe your organization’s experience with voter engagement work, if any.
Please type your answer here

7. 

Voter Engagement Plan

Please briefly describe your Voter Engagement Plan, including how you plan to operate this effort, and achieve the goal of engaging at least 200 people in voter engagement activities (at least 100 new voter registrations, and 200 voter pledge cards).

Please type your answer here (Maximum word count: 1000)







Proposed Budget

The anticipated grant amount is up to $2500.  

Up to $2000 may be budgeted for stipend payments to existing staff or volunteers.  Your organization may decide how to configure the stipend payments. Please describe how your organization will use the stipend funds to support the work required by this grant, including specific dollar amounts and how the stipends will be allocated.

Up to $500 may be budgeted for miscellaneous costs, such as: copying, snacks for events, supplies and mileage reimbursement.  Keep in mind that we will provide a standard toolkit and some materials to each grantee.  Please describe how your organization will use the miscellaneous cost funds to support the work required by this grant, including specific dollar amounts for each category.
image1.png




