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Nominee Nominator References Location 

Ramani Ayer Barbara Fernandez 
Director 
Office of Insurance and Financial 
Services, Connecticut 
Department of Economic and 
Community Development 

Yvette Melendez, VP Government & Community 
Relations, Hartford Health Care 

Thea Montanez, President & CEO, Montanez 
Consulting 

West 
Simsbury, 
Hartford 
County 

Joseph J. Calvanese, Jr. Joe Markley 
State Senator 
16th District 

Janet R. Mellon, Director, Southington 
Community Services 

John Meyers, Executive Director, Southington-
Cheshire Community YMCA 

Southington, 
Hartford 
County 

Marilda Gandara Barbara Fernandez 
Director 
Office of Insurance and Financial 
Services, Connecticut 
Department of Economic and 
Community Development 

Yvette Melendez, VP Government & Community 
Relations, Hartford Health Care 

Moraima Gutierrez, Asst. Director, US SBA CT 
District Office 

Hartford, 
Hartford 
County 

Carlton L. Highsmith 
 

William W. Ginsberg 
President and CEO 
The Community Foundation for 
Greater New Haven 

Karen Pritzker, President, Seedlings Foundation 
 
Paul A. McCraven, Senior Vice President, 
Community Relations, First Niagra 
 

Middlebury, 
New Haven 
County 

Charles N. Leach, Jr., MD James G. Williamson 
President 
Community Foundation of 
Greater New Britain 

Laurence A. Tanner, former President/CEO, The 
Hospital of Central Connecticut 
 
Douglas K. Hyland, Director, New Britain 
Museum of American Art 

Farmington, 
Hartford 
County 

 


